DROPWORT,   Fitipendula hcxapetala Gilib.

207. Dropwort, Filipendula hexapetala Gilib. (Xj); peren-
nial with the roots swollen here and there into oblong tubers
(A, X i) (hence the common name Dropwort); sterns erect, up
to about 2 ft. high, but
usually about 1 ft.;
leaves mostly crowded
at the base of the stem,
pinnately divided into
several separate often
alternately longer and
shorter segments, which
increase in length up-
wards and are coarsely
toothed, glabrous or
nearly so; stipules
broad and adnate to
the leaf-stalk nearly
their full length; flow-
ers (B, X IJ) in a ter-
minal cyme with raceme-
like branches, and the
flowers on one side, the
lateral ones very shortly
stalked; calyx 5-lobed,
lobes oblong, rounded
at the apex, glabrous;
petals 5, rounded-obo-
vate, shortly clawed,
pure white or sometimes
tinged with red; sta-
mens numerous; carpels (C, x 3) free, 6-12, not twisted in
fruit (D, X 4), shortly hairy (synonym Spiraea ftipendula L.)
(family Rosaceae)*

This plant bears various names in different Floras, such as
Spiraea fitipendula L*, Ulniaria filipendula Hill, and the one used
for it here. The companion species in the British flora, the
Meadow Sweet, is shown in fig, 10 in our Common Wild Flowm*
and it is there explained why a separate generic name is necessary
for them, F. hvxapctala, so named from having usually six
petals, ranges right across Europe and Asiatic Russia, and (lowers
in summer. It is found mainly in dry chalky and limestone
pastures. The flowers have a faint scent, but secrete no nectar,
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